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Our new critical care unit 

This week saw the opening of our new state-of-the-art critical care unit at The Royal London 

Hospital. With 176 extra critical care beds for seriously-ill Covid-19 patients, this new 

permanent unit will ensure the hospital responds to future Covid-19 peaks, and can relieve 

pressure on other hospitals in north east London with fewer critical care beds, including 

Whipps Cross and Newham within the Barts Health group. The extra beds will also enable 

The Royal London to bring back space elsewhere in the hospital that was temporarily 

repurposed for Covid-19, and thereby allow us to resume routine services like elective 

surgery.   

 

You can watch the full video for the opening online here and hear more about the benefits 

this new facility will bring to our patients. The video features time-lapse images of the 

construction, alongside personal messages of support from some of our local stakeholders 

and partners.  

 

Celebrating our nurses and midwives 

As part of our recent celebrations of International Nurses Day and the Year of the Nurse and 

Midwife, you can find out more about how we are supporting our staff with messages from 

our Group Chief Nurse, Caroline Alexander and from our Chief Midwife, Gloria Rowland. 

 

Virtual View Day  

Virtual celebrations have taken place this week to mark the 470th View Day at St 

Bartholomew’s Hospital. The event, first held 1551, is traditionally an opportunity for the local 

community around the hospital in the City of London to tour its buildings and hear about its 

achievements in the previous 12 months. A special film has been produced by our museum 

and archives service which explores the history of the day.  

 

Further highlights are available on our website, including an update from Barts Heritage on 

plans to restore the hospital’s historic North Wing ahead of the hospital's 900th anniversary 

in 2023. 

 

Further information for patients and their families 

The most up-to-date support and guidance available to our patients and their families during 

this time can be found on our website. NHS services continue to provide urgent and 

emergency care, and we always ask all of our patients and their families to seek advice if 

they are unwell without delay.  

 

https://youtu.be/0HLAoLRqA_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lb64S-J_y6k&feature=youtu.be&utm_source=Twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=SocialSignIn
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/external-glorias-message-international-day-of-the-midwife-8169
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DFXgv1UdbMQ&list
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/virtual-view-day-ensures-470-yearold-tradition-lives-on-8247
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/blogs/restoring-historic-barts-8239
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/coronavirus

