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A personal message to our staff  

Alwen Williams, Group Chief Executive Officer, has provided a personal video message to 

thank our staff for selflessly responding to the pandemic, offer support to our BAME 

colleagues with the launch of the updated risk assessment that is currently being piloted in 

priority areas and talks about our plans for the future.  

 

NHS Nightingale London 

The NHS Nightingale London provided a safety net to London hospitals during the Covid-19 

pandemic and is a testament to colleagues across the London healthcare system and 

Londoners themselves that the number of admissions remained low. While the NHS 

Nightingale Hospital London is still treating COVID-19 patients, it is likely in the coming days 

it will not need to admit any further patients. As a result, after the last of the current patients 

leave, the hospital will be placed on standby, ready to resume operations as and when 

needed, in line with others around the country.  

 

The establishment of NHS Nightingale Hospital London in two weeks remains a landmark 

achievement by the NHS and our partners, and we can be very proud of the excellent 

treatment provided by its staff. Work is underway to consider how the Nightingale’s role may 

change or adapt as the NHS seeks to resume activity that had to be paused in the first 

phase of our response to the pandemic. 

New research on hospital infection and Covid19 

Pioneering research suggests that currently the public should not fear contracting Covid-19 

from hospital staff, who appear to be at low risk of infection by patients. Early results from a 

study led by Barts Health consultant Professor James Moon, in collaboration with colleagues 

at University College London and Queen Mary University of London, show that infection 

among healthcare workers is more likely to reflect general community transmission than 

exposure within a hospital. Further information about the new research is available on our 

website here. 

Our staff stories and innovations  

Our staff are doing some truly outstanding work every day to help patients, families and 

communities during this difficult time. Some recent examples of how our staff are continuing 

to go above and beyond with support and innovations include: 

 

● The dementia and delirium team has created personalised cards to aid 

communication with vulnerable patients, for whom the experience of seeing staff in          

full PPE can be both confusing and scary 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2My0bxgEXi8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/hospitals-are-safer-places-than-you-might-think-new-covid19-research-finds--8190
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/the-dementia-and-delirium-team-create-effective-ppe-communication-aids-8110
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/the-dementia-and-delirium-team-create-effective-ppe-communication-aids-8110


 

 

● Our cardiac scientists have established an all-new virtual clinic for implanted devices 

such as pacemakers and defibrillators, helping to keep staff and patients safe during 

the outbreak. 

● Our chaplaincy service has adopted ten Quran cubes – small audio devices that 

recite the religious text of Islam in multiple languages, giving spiritual strength and 

comfort to Muslim patients in our care 

● A team from Barts Health is part of a network delivering vital personal protective 

equipment (PPE) to community organisations across North East London (NEL) 

during the coronavirus pandemic 

 

We are regularly sharing stories and updates on our website, and through the Trust and 

hospital twitter sites, and we welcome your support in sharing these through your networks 

too.  

https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/coronavirus-accelerating-innovations-with-novel-virtual-clinic-for-patients-with-cardiac-implant-devices-8097
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/quran-cubes-a-source-of-spiritual-strength-and-comfort-to-critically-ill-patients-8096
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/barts-health-team-providing-ppe-lifeline-to-north-east-london-community-8088
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news/barts-health-team-providing-ppe-lifeline-to-north-east-london-community-8088
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/news

