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Operational update 

 

Part of our strategy for managing the pandemic peak is to concentrate more acutely unwell 

patients at the Royal London and St Bartholomew’s hospitals where we have the greatest 

critical care capacity. London Ambulance Service has also temporarily agreed to take 

patients from some parts of our catchment directly to The Royal London, rather than 

Newham or Whipps Cross, ensuring all parts of our system can cope. We will be reviewing 

this model regularly. After its official opening, our new hospital, NHS Nightingale Hospital 

London is continuing to increase capacity, and patients will be admitted as appropriate to 

receive further intensive care treatment for COVID-19. 

 

Our plans for expanding mechanically ventilated critical care beds remain on-track and we’re 

hosting a critical care hub for north east London which is helping to balance capacity. 

Working alongside this, we are also developing a medicine hub to help us to better manage 

day to day flows of general activity across our sites. This will ensure patient flows, staffing 

and equipment are used to best effect on our general wards and we have already 

successfully redeployed our medical staff in large numbers to help with this.  

 

We are also in the process of opening up the dormant space on the 14th and 15th floors of 

The Royal London Hospital. We hope to be ready within a few weeks, for use by COVID-19 

patients from across our group of hospitals.  

 

Our peak operating plan for the pandemic summarises our plans, although this will 

continue to evolve and we will share updates of this with you in due course. 

 

Strengthening group leadership 

 

We are pleased to announce that Adam Sewell-Jones is joining us with immediate effect as 

a group executive director to strengthen our collective resource. He will provide senior 

leadership support to hospitals in our group as required over the coming months. 
  

Adam has 25 years of NHS experience, including a spell as deputy chief executive at 

Basildon and Thurrock University Hospital NHS Foundation Trust, where he was responsible 

for strategy and transformation. More recently he worked in senior executive roles for NHS 

Improvement before the merger with NHS England.  

 

Adam will step into the role of interim chief executive of Newham Hospital with immediate 

effect, while Tony Halton is shielding at home on medical advice. Tony will continue to work 

remotely, supporting the group Covid-19 response and recovery planning.  

 

https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/download.cfm?ver=22773
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/download.cfm?ver=22773


 
 
Pathology Network Partnership: progress delayed  

 

In light of the current pandemic, Barts Health, Homerton University Hospital NHS Foundation 

Trust and Lewisham and Greenwich NHS Trust have decided to delay proceedings on the 

new pathology network, which was due to launch later this year subject to the Trust Boards’ 

approval. This decision has not been made lightly, but it is critical that the three trusts, and 

pathology departments in particular, focus their efforts on managing their hospital services at 

this challenging time. We will resume progress with the partnership as soon as practical and 

will share a further update when appropriate. 

 

Support for our patients and their families 

 

Smart devices such as phones and tablets have played a key role in connecting patients 

with their loved ones, including at the end of life, where face-to-face contact is not possible. 

We are working hard to increase the number of devices available to staff and patients and 

courtesy of Barts Charity, new iPads will be distributed to our hospital sites so that isolated 

patients are able to speak to their families via video call. 

 

A range of support is available for families whose loved ones have recently passed away, 

and our bereavement service can offer help with any legal paperwork, practical information 

and advice. The service has recently created a dedicated leaflet which offers further 

information for families during the pandemic period.  

 

The most up-to-date and evolving information on appointments, visitors to our hospitals 

(including for maternity), service changes, and all the support and guidance available during 

this time can be found on our website. 

 

https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/download.cfm?doc=docm93jijm4n12828&ver=21933
https://www.bartshealth.nhs.uk/coronavirus

